APPENDIX 1

Selby District Council: Taxi Licensing Policy
6. Accessibility and taxi vehicle requirements

In regulating the taxi and private hire trade we aim to meet the diverse needs of all
accessibility requirements in our district. This includes wheelchair users, the visually
impaired, the elderly and other groups that may be disabled or otherwise have
accessibility requirements. We do not place any restrictions on private hire vehicle
types, but we do check that they are safe. For taxis, we uphold a ratio of 70%
wheelchair accessible vehicles and 30% non-wheelchair accessible vehicles. The
process by which this is maintained is outlined below.

6.1 New vehicles with new applicants

Where a new application for a hackney carriage vehicle licence is made, the licence
will only be granted if the vehicle is wheelchair accessible.

6.2 Replacement vehicles

An existing vehicle may be replaced by a vehicle of similar type. All wheelchair
accessible vehicles may only be replaced by another wheelchair accessible vehicle.
There are a number of saloon-type vehicles in the fleet; these may be replaced by
either a wheelchair accessible vehicle or another saloon

Current hackney carriage drivers licenced to drive a wheelchair accessible vehicle
can make a request to be added to the waiting list to change their vehicle to a
licence for non-wheelchair accessible vehicle (Appendix D).

In the event that a licence for a non-wheelchair accessible vehicle becomes
available i.e. when an existing licence holder of a non-wheelchair accessible vehicle
surrenders their licence, or where monitoring identifies a need for more non-
wheelchair accessible vehicles, those on the waiting list will be considered for the
available licence(s).

6.3 Assistance dogs

Taxis must carry guide/assistance dogs at no extra charge. Refusing to carry a
disabled person on the basis of their disability is discrimination, and is a serious
criminal offence.

6.4 Definition of wheelchair accessible vehicles

Wheelchair access and egress may be made via the side doors or rear doors. All
vehicles that are wheelchair accessible must be so constructed as to facilitate the
carriage of people with disabilities. It must be capable of accommodating a
wheelchair user in a wheelchair in the passenger compartment, provided that the
wheelchair fits either facing forwards or rearwards as recommended by the Disabled
Persons’ Transport Advisory Committee and the Medical Devices Agency. Under no
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circumstances must the wheelchair be placed sideways in the passenger
compartment.

Approved anchorages must be provided for the wheelchair and the wheelchair user.
These anchorages must be either chassis or floor linked and capable of withstanding
approved dynamic or static tests. Restraints for wheelchair and occupant must be
independent of each other. Anchorage must also be provided for the safe stowage of
a wheelchair when not in use, folded or otherwise, if carried within the passenger
compartment. They must be designed so as not to cause injury to other passengers.

A ramp or ramps for the loading of a wheelchair and occupant must be available at
all times for existing wheelchair accessible vehicles. The entry must be either via the
nearside passenger door or via the rear. An adequate locking device must be fitted
to ensure that the ramps do not slip or tilt when in use. Provision must be made for
the ramps to be stored safely when not in use.



